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had concealed a great deal of gold, and when the
Oidor Vadillo arrived to examine into the state of
affairs, Heredia and his brother were thrown
into prison. They were sent to Spain in 1538,
where they were exonerated from all blame, and
the Governor Pedro de Heredia returned to
Cartagena again with full powers.

The two settlements of Santa Martha and
Cartagena were firmly established on the coast,
creating a terrible though unknown danger to the
Chibchas from the north. Another danger was
also threatening them on their eastern side.

The Velzers, merchant princes of Augsburg,
made a contract with the Government of Charles V
to conquer and make settlements in Venezuela.
A German, named Alfinger, was selected by the
Velzers as Governor of the new colony, and he
proceeded to Maracaibo in the end of 1530 with
a suitable force. The western limit of his jurisdic-
tion was the Cabo de la Vela. He found that the
neighbourhood of Coro was too barren to sustain
a permanent colony, so he set out on an expedition
to the westward in search of more fertile lands.
His party consisted of about 200 Spaniards and
hundreds of native porters. These natives were
chained together in a long line, each man having